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as little value as the other. This mate, accompanied by twenty-five coolies, left Kargil on the same day we did, and reached Suru at the same time.
Arriving at Suru three days later, we were met by Mr Hogg, who led us to the best camping-ground, a small bagh shaded by willows below the village near the river. He was well settled in one of the village houses on the bluff above, where he could keep guard over the grain and boxes stored in an adjoining apartment. There must have been a second entrance to the latter, for each time he went to Kargil on business he looked the door securely, putting the key in his pocket, but on his return he always found several bags of grain had been abstracted* However much the Suru villagers may have suffered from famine the two preceding years, now they certainly battened at our expense, at which not only the coolies but a not inconsiderable part of the rest lived the greater portion of the summer.
Our first question on meeting Mr Hogg was, 'Have the thirty coolies sent by the Tahsildar arrived ?' He replied, * Not one,* adding farther that not a coolie waa then available in Suru, all absent on Government service. He wa*